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my leisure in cultivating the Greek Language and
Literature, I owe you therefore some account of myself on
that head. I had occasion to consult Thucydides. He
caught my eye, and I could not lay him entirely aside for
two or three days. Mr Potter, who translated Aeschylus
and one volume of Euripides, brought me his second
volume, and this led me to compare his translation with
one play of the original; and having done that, I was
drawn on to read some more of his plays, and these again
led me to consult Pindar, whom it was impossible to
quit for some days; and in this desultory manner I
have dealt with Homer and Strabo, but still this goes
towards the capital stock, and I hope will improve it
These are at least verba et voces, which divert the mind
from less pleasing thoughts, and, as Milton says of
Music for a time

Take the imprisoned Soul, and lap it in Elysium.

May you long preserve health to enable you to enjoy
the substantial pleasure which must result from the
consciousness of having done most essential service to
mankind, by improving their knowledge and enlightening
their understandings; and may I long enjoy the honour
of your favourable opinion, which I shall be happy to
improve into friendship; being, with the greatest sincerity
and respect, your Lordship's most obliged and most
obedient servant,                                          W. ELLIS. book, and never without instruction and
